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SCHEMA

What do you think of when you 
see this?

SCHEMA
Schema:

• Everything you know, stored and organized in your 
brain

• Can grow and change at any time as new 
information becomes available to you 

Why are we learning about schema? 
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TO BETTER UNDERSTAND
WHAT WE READ!

what we already know
+ what we read
= better understanding 

How?

Shark Schema Shark Schema
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Text-to-Text: 

Reading + something else you have read 

Shark Schema

Text-to-Text

Text-to-World: 

Reading + something going on in the world  

Shark Schema

Text-to-Text

Text-to-World

Text-to-World

Text-to-Self: 

Reading + something from/about your own life 

Shark Schema

Text-to-Text

Text-to-World

Text-to-World

Text-to-Self
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Questions? 
Fist-to-Three

What kind of connection 
do you think will be the 

easiest to make? 

Turn-and-Talk

Schema 
Connection Words 
I’m noticing… 
This reminds me of…
This is similar to… 
This makes me think of… 
I can relate this to… 
I have a connection to… 
I have schema for…

Why is schema important? 

Without schema… Time to practice! 
• 3-minutes to write as many connections to “sharks” as you 

can, they can be any of the three kinds of connections (use 
anchor chart for help) 

• Write your connections under the “What I already know” box 
of your organizer. 

• Before the timer goes off, write your favorite/most unique 
connection on the slip of construction paper that I give you 
with your name on it 

• After, we will share some of our connections and watch our 
schema grow! 
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Text-to-Text: 

Reading + something else you 
have read 

Text-to-World:

Reading + something going on 
in the world 

Reading + known facts 

Text-to-Self:

Reading + something from your 
own life  

Schema Connection Words

I’m noticing… 
This reminds me of… 
This is similar to… 
I have schema for… 
This makes me think of… 
I can relate this to… 
I have a connection to… 

What kind of connection is 
it? 

What is schema? 

Why is it important? 


